[Pigmented hepatocellular adenoma of the liver caused by long-term use of phenobarbital].
A 28-year-old female patient was operated on account of symptomatic hepatocellular adenomas of the liver. Tumours with a diameter of 10 x 11 cm in the left lobe and 9 x 7 cm in the right lober were extirpated. In the adenomas non-ferric pigment resembling the pigment in Dubin-Johnson's syndrome was detected. The patient did not use contraceptives and was treated for more than 10 years for epilepsy. The size, pigmentation, frequency of adenomas and absence of contraceptives in the case-history made the authors consider another aetiology of these adenomas. The authors discuss the possible development of adenomas of the liver as a result of long-term use of phenobarbital. As a basis they use experimental observations where this drug acts as a strong promotor of DNA synthesis and leads to the development of multiple adenomas and carcinomas in the liver of rats and mice.